
315The Whole China Charade

This is particularly true in the study of politics. There is almost nothing about govern-
ment or politics that you experience directly.* It is almost all agreement reality. At most, a 
few hundred people witness the workings of Congress on any given day. When was the 
last time you had a heart-to-heart talk with the prime minister of Tonga? Does Tonga have 
a prime minister, or a king, or is it the little island in the middle of the Pacific ruled by a 
magic goat? All of the decisions, all of the wars, all of the votes, all of the meetings—how 
much of the politics that affects your life do you actually witness or directly participate in? 
Has the U.S. economy gone down the toilet or recovered dramatically under Obama? Are 
you sure? How do you know? Even if you puke out some facts and figures as you scream 
about it, where did those facts and figures come from? How do you know that they’re real 

* With the exceptions of, among some other things, sales taxes, right-to-work taxes, income taxes, property taxes, Social Security 
taxes, speeding tickets, parking tickets, and endless waits at the Department of Motor Vehicles. It’s just shocking that people don’t 
adore government.

Pointless Figure 11.1 Three Types of Reality That Are More Real Than Hodor, or So You Think
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